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This open-access bibliography provides an extensive compilation of research 
conducted on the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and relevant themes. The 
list has been compiled by Professor Adrian Gallagher, Dr. Blake Lawrinson, 
Gillian McKay, and Dr. Richard Illingworth of the European Centre for the 
Responsibility to Protect at the University of Leeds. The sources are grouped 
into different thematic areas, with both a theoretical and an empirical focus, 
attempting to capture the broad and interdisciplinary nature of the R2P and 
mass atrocities research. Compiling any such list faces a series of challenges, 
from how the sources can and should be grouped, to the problem that some 
sources will undoubtedly be missed. References are listed in chronological 
order under each subheading from oldest to most recent. We think this more 
useful than alphabetising the sources, as it helps chart the direction of R2P 
research agendas over time. Naturally, some sources cut across multiple the-
matic areas and so appear under different subheadings. We hope that the bib-
liography will provide a useful resource for researchers working broadly in the 
field of the R2P and mass atrocities, providing a clear and fairly comprehensive 
list of published works to help direct their own research agendas. Please bear 
with us if you have identified a certain publication that is missing from the list. 
Sources are included up to 02/05/2023. You can assist us by getting in touch 
and indicating anything that should be added, and can do so by sending an 
email to either a.gallagher@leeds.ac.uk or Richard.Illingworth@glasgow.ac.uk.
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1 Introducing the Responsibility to Protect

The following sources provide an introduction to the Responsibility to Protect 
by tracing its development from the 2001 International Commission on 
Intervention and State Sovereignty to its endorsement by states in paragraphs 
138–139 of the World Summit Outcome Document, and its evolutions since.

International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (2001). The 
Responsibility to Protect (Ottawa: International Development Research 
Centre).

Evans, Gareth and Mohamed Sahnoun (2002). ‘The Responsibility to Protect’, 
Foreign Affairs, 81: 99–110.

Welsh, Jennifer M., Carolin Thielking, and Neil S. Macfarlane (2002). ‘The 
Responsibility to Protect: Assessing the Report of the International Com-
mission on Intervention and State Sovereignty’, Canada’s Journal of Global 
Policy Analysis, 57(4): 489–512.

Thakur, Ramesh (2003). ‘In Defence of the Responsibility to Protect’, The Inter-
national Journal of Human Rights, 7(3): 160–178.

United Nations Security Council (2005). 60/1. 2005 World Summit Outcome 
(New York: United Nations).

Wheeler, Nicholas (2005). ‘A Victory for Common Humanity? The Responsi-
bility to Protect after the 2005 World Summit’, Journal International Law & 
International Relations, 2(1): 95–107.

Evans, Gareth (2008). ‘The Responsibility to Protect: An Idea Whose Time Has 
Come … and Gone?’ International Relations, 22(3): 283–298.

Bellamy, Alex J. (2009). Responsibility to Protect: The Global Effort to End Mass 
Atrocities (Cambridge: Polity Press).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2009). ‘Realizing the Responsibility to Protect’, International 
Studies Perspectives, 10(2): 111–128.
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Evans, Gareth (2009). The Responsibility to Protect: Ending Mass Atrocity Crimes 
Once and For All (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press).

Haines, Steven (2009). ‘The Influence of Operation Allied Force on the Devel-
opment of the Jus ad Bellum’, International Affairs, 85(3): 477–490.

Hehir, Aidan (2010). ‘The Responsibility to Protect: Interview with Dr Francis 
Deng’, Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding, 4(1): 83–89.

Badescu, Cristina G. (2011). Humanitarian Intervention and the Responsibility to 
Protect: Security and Human Rights (London: Routledge).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2011). Global Politics and the Responsibility to Protect: From 
Words to Deeds (Abingdon: Routledge).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2013). ‘The Responsibility to Protect’ in Paul D. Williams and 
Matt McDonald (eds.), Security Studies: An Introduction (New York: Rout-
ledge), pp. 486–502.

Weiss, Thomas G. (2013). ‘The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and Modern 
Diplomacy’ in Andrew F. Cooper, Jorge Heine, and Ramesh Thakur (eds.), 
The Oxford Handbook of Modern Diplomacy (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press), pp. 763–778.

Hehir, Aidan (2014). ‘Responsibility to Protect’, Oxford Bibliographies in Inter-
national Relations (New York: Oxford University Press).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2015). The Responsibility to Protect: A Defense (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2015). ‘The Responsibility to Protect’ in Roger Mac Ginty and 
Jenny H. Peterson (eds.), The Routledge Companion to Humanitarian Action 
(London: Routledge), pp. 153–163.

Evans, Gareth (2015). ‘The Evolution of the Responsibility to Protect: From 
Concept and Principle to Actionable Norm’ in Ramesh Thakur and William 
Maley (eds.), Theorising the Responsibility to Protect (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press), pp. 16–27.

Thakur, Ramesh and William Maley (eds.) (2015). Theorising the Responsibility 
to Protect (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press).

Weiss, Thomas G. (2016). ‘The Turbulent 1990s: R2P Precedents and Prospects’ 
in Alex J. Bellamy and Tim Dunne (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Respon-
sibility to Protect (Oxford: Oxford University Press), pp. 56–73.

Grover, Sonja (2018). The Responsibility to Protect: Perspectives on the Concept’s 
Meaning, Proper Application and Value (London: Routledge).

Bellamy, Alex J. and Edward C. Luck (2019). The Responsibility to Protect: From 
Promise to Practice (Cambridge: Polity).
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2 The Responsibility to Protect: Key Landmarks

Following the introduction to the R2P, the following articles address some 
of its key landmarks, including 5, 10, 15, and 20 years since the 2005 World 
Summit. These materials capture both the progress and challenges facing the 
R2P during its development as an international norm.

Bellamy, Alex J. (2010). ‘The Responsibility to Protect – Five Years On’, Ethics & 
International Affairs, 24(2): 143–169.

Bellamy, Alex J. (2015). ‘The Responsibility to Protect Turns Ten’, Ethics & Inter-
national Affairs, 29(2): 161–185.

Axworthy, Lloyd (2016). ‘Resetting the Narrative on Peace and Security: R2P 
in the Next Ten Years’ in Alex J. Bellamy and Tim Dunne (eds.), The Oxford 
Handbook of the Responsibility to Protect (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 
pp. 968–984.

Evans, Gareth (2016). ‘R2P: The Next Ten Years’ in Alex J. Bellamy and Tim 
Dunne (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Responsibility to Protect (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press), pp. 913–931.

Thakur, Ramesh (2016). ‘The Responsibility to Protect at 15’, International 
Affairs, 92(2): 415–434.

Welsh, Jennifer M. (2016). ‘R2P’s Next Ten Years: Deepening and Extending the 
Consensus’ in Alex J. Bellamy and Tim Dunne (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of 
the Responsibility to Protect (Oxford: Oxford University Press), pp. 984–1000.

Welsh, Jennifer M. (2016). ‘The Responsibility to Protect at Ten: Glass Half 
Empty or Half Full?’, The International Spectator, 51(2): 1–8.

Bensouda, Fatou (2020). ‘The Progress and Convergence of the ICC and R2P 
Norms in a Rules-Based Global Order’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 12(4): 
372–375.

Evans, Gareth (2020). ‘The Dream and the Reality’, Global Responsibility to Pro-
tect, 12(4): 363–365.

Holt, Victoria K. (2020). ‘R2P at 15: Reflections of a Policymaker’, Global Respon-
sibility to Protect, 12(4): 376–380.

Hunt, Charles T. (2020). ‘Progress, Problems, and Prospects: R2P 15 Years after 
the World Summit’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 12(4): 359–362.

Luck, Edward C. (2020). ‘The Adolescent at Fifteen’, Global Responsibility to 
Protect, 12(4): 381–383.Pawnday, Savita and Jaclyn Streitfeld-Hall (2020). 
‘The Practitioner’s Perspective: R2P at 15’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 
12(4): 366–368.
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Stefan, Cristina G. and Edward Newman (2020). ‘Europe’s Progress and the 
Road Ahead at R2P’s 15th Anniversary’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 12(4): 
369–371.

Ercan, Pinar G. (ed.) (2022). The Responsibility to Protect Twenty Years On: Rhet-
oric and Implementation (London: Palgrave Macmillan).

3 UN Secretary-General Reports on R2P

Since 2009, successive United Nations Secretaries-General have written annual 
reports on the R2P from an introduction to the three-pillar framework in 2009 
to a focus on R2P’s implementation to fulfil paragraphs 138–139 of the 2005 
World Summit Outcome Document.

United Nations General Assembly (2009). Implementing the Responsibility to 
Protect: Report of the Secretary-General (New York: United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2010). Early Warning, Assessment, and the 
Responsibility to Protect: Report of the Secretary-General (New York: United 
Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2011). The Role of Regional and Subregional 
Arrangements in Implementing the Responsibility to Protect: Report of the Sec-
retary-General (New York: United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2012). The Responsibility to Protect: Timely 
and Decisive Response: Report of the Secretary-General (New York: United 
Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2013). Report of the Secretary-General on 
the Responsibility to Protect: State Responsibility and Prevention (New York: 
United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2014). Fulfilling Our Collective Responsibil-
ity: International Assistance and the Responsibility to Protect: Report of the 
Secretary-General (New York: United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2015). A Vital and Enduring Commitment: 
Implementing the Responsibility to Protect: Report of the Secretary-General 
(New York: United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2016). Mobilising Collective Action: The Next 
Decade of the Responsibility to Protect: Report of the Secretary-General (New 
York: United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2017). Implementing the Responsibility to 
Protect: Accountability for Prevention: Report of the Secretary-General (New 
York: United Nations).
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United Nations General Assembly (2018). Responsibility to Protect: From Early 
Warning to Early Action: Report of the Secretary-General (New York: United 
Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2019). Responsibility to Protect: Lessons 
Learned for Prevention: Report of the Secretary-General (New York: United 
Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2020). Prioritizing Prevention and Strength-
ening Response: Women and the Responsibility to Protect: Report of the Secre-
tary-General (New York: United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2021). Advancing Atrocity Prevention: Work 
of the Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect: Report 
of the Secretary-General (New York: United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2022). Responsibility to Protect: Prioritiz-
ing Children and Young People: Report of the Secretary-General (New York: 
United Nations).

United Nations General Assembly (2023). Development and the Responsibility 
to Protect: Recognizing and Addressing Embedded Risks and Drivers of Atroc-
ity Crimes: Report of the Secretary-General (New York: United Nations).

4 The Responsibility to Protect and Mass Atrocities

The research in this section is concerned primarily with the nature of the 
four specific mass atrocity crimes listed under the Responsibility to Protect 
(genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and ethnic cleansing).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2011). Mass Atrocities and Armed Conflict: Links, Distinctions, 
and Implications for the Responsibility to Prevent (Muscatine: The Stanley 
Foundation).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2012). Massacres and Morality: Mass Atrocities in an Age of 
Civilian Immunity (Oxford: Oxford University Press).

Bellamy, Alex J. and Paul D. Williams (2012). ‘On the Limits of Moral Hazard: 
The “Responsibility to Protect”, Armed Conflict and Mass Atrocities’, Euro-
pean Journal of International Relations, 18(3): 539–571.

Stewart, Francis (2013). ‘The Causes of Civil War and Genocide: A Comparison’ 
in Adam Lupel and Ernesto Verdeja (eds.), Responding to Genocide: The Pol-
itics of International Action (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers), pp. 47–84.

Lupel, Adam and Ernesto Verdeja (2013). ‘Responding to Genocide’ in Adam 
Lupel and Ernesto Verdeja (eds.), Responding to Genocide: The Politics of 
International Action (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers), pp. 1–20.
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Mills, Kurt (2013). ‘R2P: Protecting, Prosecuting, or Palliating in Mass Atrocity 
Situations?’, Journal of Human Rights, 12(3): 333–356.

Verdeja, Ernesto (2013). ‘Genocide: Debating Definitions’ in Adam Lupel and 
Ernesto Verdeja (eds.), Responding to Genocide: The Politics of International 
Action (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers), pp. 21–46.

Weiss, Thomas G. (2013). ‘Politics, the UN and Halting Mass Atrocities’ in Adam 
Lupel and Ernesto Verdeja (eds.), Responding to Genocide: The Politics of 
International Action (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers), pp. 213–240.

United Nations (2014). Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes: A Tool for Pre-
vention (New York: United Nations).

Mills, Kurt (2015). ‘What Responsibilities Does the International Community 
Have in Complex Humanitarian Crises and Mass Atrocity Situations?’ in 
Kurt Mills and David J. Karp (eds.), Human Rights Protection in Global Poli-
tics: Responsibilities of States and Non-State Actors (London: Palgrave Mac-
millan), pp. 223–244.

Straus, Scott (2015). ‘Triggers of Mass Atrocity’, Politics and Governance, 3(3): 
5–15.

Bellamy, Alex J. (2016). Reducing Risk, Strengthening Resilience: Toward the Struc-
tural Prevention of Atrocity Crimes (Muscatine: The Stanley Foundation).

Straus, Scott (2016). Fundamentals of Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention 
(Washington, DC: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2018). ‘Ending Atrocity Crimes: The False Promise of Fatalism’, 
Ethics & International Affairs, 32(3): 329–337.

Ferguson, Kate (2020). Architectures of Violence: The Command Structures of 
Modern Mass Atrocities (Hurst & Co. Publishers).

Adams, Simon (2021). Mass Atrocities, the Responsibility to Protect and the 
Future of Human Rights: ‘If Not Now, When?’ (London: Routledge).

Bellamy, Alex J. (2021). ‘The International Community and Atrocity Crimes: 
The Responsibility to Protect’ in Barbora Holá, Hollie Nyseth Nzitatira, 
and Maartje Weerdesteijn (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Atrocity Crimes 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press), pp. 441–459.

Bellamy, Alex J. and Šimonović, Ivan (2021). ‘Introduction: Towards Evidence 
Based Atrocity Prevention’, Journal of International Peacekeeping, 24(3–4): 
285–304.

Dieng, Adama (2021). ‘Atrocity Crimes and Large-Scale Human Rights Vio-
lations’ in Robin Geiß and Nils Melzer (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the 
International Law of Global Security (Oxford: Oxford University Press),  
pp. 248–361.

Glanville, Luke (2021). Sharing Responsibility: The History and Future of Protec-
tion from Atrocities (Princeton: Princeton University Press).
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Bachman, Jeffrey S. (2022). The Politics of Genocide: From the Genocide Conven-
tion to the Responsibility to Protect (New Jersey: Rutgers University Press).

Holá, Barbora, Hollie Nyseth Nzitatira, and Maartje Weerdesteijn (eds.) (2022). 
The Oxford Handbook on Atrocity Crimes (Oxford: Oxford University Press).

Maynard, Jonathan Leader (2022). Ideology and Mass Killing: The Radicalized 
Security Politics of Genocides and Deadly Atrocities (Oxford: Oxford Univer-
sity Press).

Michel, Torsten (2022). ‘Assaulting “Diversity as Such”: The Ontology of Dehu-
manisation in Mass Violence’, European Journal of International Security, 
first view: 1–18.

Simon, David J. and Leora Kahn (eds.) (2023). Handbook of Genocide Studies 
(Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing).

5 Norms and the Responsibility to Protect

This section focuses on the wealth of research on norms and the Responsibility 
to Protect, which has been a central theme of R2P research since its emergence, 
particularly on the power and influence of human protection norms in 
preventing mass atrocity crimes.

Chataway, Teresa (2007). ‘Towards Normative Consensus on Responsibility to 
Protect’, Griffith Law Review, 16(1): 193–224.

Stahn, Carsten (2007). ‘Responsibility to Protect: Political Rhetoric or Emerg-
ing Legal Norm?’, American Journal of International Law, 101(1): 99–120.

Brunnée, Jutta and Stephen J. Toope (2008). ‘Norms, Institutions and UN 
Reform: The Responsibility to Protect’, Journal of International Law and 
International Relations, 2(1): 121–137.

Axworthy, Lloyd and Allan Rock (2009). ‘R2P: A New and Unfinished Agenda’, 
Global Responsibility to Protect, 1(1): 54–69.

Egerton, Fraser and Nicholas J. Wheeler (2009). ‘The Responsibility to Protect: 
“Precious Commitment” or a Promise Unfulfilled?’, Global Responsibility to 
Protect, 1(1): 70–89.

Thakur, Ramesh and Thomas G. Weiss (2009). ‘R2P: From Idea to Norm – and 
Action?’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 1(1): 22–53.

Western, Jon (2009). ‘Humanitarian Intervention, American Public Opinion, 
and the Future of R2P’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 1(3): 324–345.

Badescu, Cristina G. and Thomas G. Weiss (2010). ‘Misrepresenting R2P and 
Advancing Norms: An Alternative Spiral?’, International Studies Perspectives, 
11(4): 354–374.
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Brunnée, Jutta and Stephen Toope (2010). ‘The Responsibility to Protect and 
the Use of Force: Building Legality?’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 2(3): 
191–212.

Reinold, Theresa (2010). ‘The Responsibility to Protect – Much Ado about 
Nothing?’, Review of International Studies, 36(1): 55–78.

Thakur, Ramesh (2010). The Responsibility to Protect: Norms, Laws and the Use 
of Force in International Politics (London: Routledge).

Knight, Andy W. (2011). ‘The Development of the Responsibility to Protect – 
From Evolving Norm to Practice’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 3(1): 3–36.

Kuperman, Alan J. (2011). ‘R2P: Catchy Name for a Fading Norm’, Ethnopolitics, 
10(1): 125–128.

Shawki, Noha (2011). ‘Responsibility to Protect: The Evolution of an Interna-
tional Norm’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 3(2): 172–196.

Tannam, Etain (2011). ‘The Responsibility to Protect: Normative Strength and 
Empirical Weakness?’, Ethnopolitics, 10(1): 133–135.

Contarino, Michael, Melinda Negrón-Gonzales, and Kevin T. Mason (2012). 
‘The International Criminal Court and Consolidation of the Responsibility 
to Protect as an International Norm’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 4(3): 
275–308.

Kingston, Lindsey N. and Saheli Datta (2012). ‘Strengthening the Norms of 
Global Responsibility: Structural Violence in Relation to Internal Displace-
ment and Statelessness’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 4(4): 475–504.

Acharya, Amitav (2013). ‘The R2P and Norm Diffusion: Towards a Framework 
of Norm Circulation’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 5(4): 466–479.

Karlsrud, John (2013). ‘Responsibility to Protect and Theorising Normative 
Change in International Organisations: From Weber to the Sociology of Pro-
fessions’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 5(1): 3–27.

Loiselle, Marie-Eve (2013). ‘The Normative Status of the Responsibility to Pro-
tect after Libya’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 5(3): 317–341.

Newman, Edward (2013). ‘R2P: Implications for World Order’, Global Responsi-
bility to Protect, 5(3): 235–259.

Tala, El Hassan and Rolf Schwarz (2013). ‘The Responsibility to Protect and the 
Arab World: An Emerging International Norm?’, Contemporary Security Pol-
icy, 34(1): 1–15.

Welsh, Jennifer M. (2013). ‘Norm Contestation and the Responsibility to Pro-
tect’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 5(4): 365–369.

Zahringer, Natalie (2013). ‘Norm Evolution within and across the African Union 
and the United Nations: The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) as a Contested 
Norm’, South African Journal of International Affairs, 20(2): 187–205.
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