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Regional media and non-statewide party voting in
Europe
Jonathan Parker a,b

aSchool of Social & Political Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow, UK; bSchool of Law,
Politics and Sociology, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK

ABSTRACT
The media has been repeatedly demonstrated to have a large effect on voting
behaviour and voter information worldwide, and to be crucial in the
establishment of collective identities. Relatively unexplored in the field of
regional politics are the effects of media on substate party system divergence
and non-statewide party success. This article takes Europe as its focus and
demonstrates how strongly regionalized media environments contribute to
the development of distinctive party systems at the regional level. I argue
that the effects of media works chiefly through the establishment of a ‘banal
regionalism’ and by increasing voter information, thereby boosting issues
traditionally associated with regionalist success such as socio-cultural
distinctiveness and regional autonomy. The paper demonstrates this through
a regression analysis of 69 European ‘Small Worlds’ and an illustrative case
study of the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

Many factors that lead to the distinctiveness of some substate party systems –
such as language, culture, autonomy and economics – have been extensively
explored. I contend here that the strength of regional media organizations is
a missing piece of the puzzle. Regional media organization is essential for
identity formation/consolidation and the provision of voter information,
both of which boost the vote shares of non-statewide parties (NSWP) and
raise the salience of the territorial cleavage. The article argues that regional
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media supports two key pillars of NSWP support discussed in the literature –
autonomy and identity – and can be influential in deciding whether these
factors raise NSWP support. To test this hypothesis, I therefore examine the
interaction between independent regional media environments and the
success of NSWP. The study tests the relationship using a uniquely compre-
hensive dataset of ‘Small World’ electoral results and a novel media-strength
metric. It then explores the results through an illustrative case study of the
United Kingdom.

Theoretical context

This paper uses the concept of the ‘Small World’ to refer to a substate region
with a distinctive party system marked by the presence of non-statewide
parties (NSWP) and prominent territorial cleavages. This definition is owed
to Hepburn (2010), who states that these regions owe their distinctiveness
to the existence of a strong territorial identity supported by regional civic
institutions, a distinct political culture and the successful political mobiliz-
ation of territorial interests by NSWP.1 Small worlds vary considerably in
terms of the extent of their divergence from statewide party systems, and
many factors have been cited in the literature which would explain these
differences in support for NSWP or the salience of territorial cleavages. I
contend here that while these factors are undoubtedly important in explain-
ing this divergence, a strong regional media environment serves as a modera-
tor that can straighten the effect of these structural factors.

Many scholars have focused on economic development in determining
support for NSWP, such as Gehring and Schneider (2020). Fitjar (2010), for
instance, contends that regionalist mobilisation is based on the extent of
regional resources and economic development. In addition, Massetti and
Schakel (2015) point out that in affluent regions, regionalists may be accept-
ing of fiscal federalism which removes obligations to transfer resources.
However, regionalist mobilisation in these circumstances also depends – as
Fitjar (2010) points out – on underlying socio-cultural distinctiveness, which
serves as a necessary but not sufficient cause of mobilisation. Regional elec-
torates would need to see themselves as sufficiently distinct to opt for parties
that articulate their grievances in regional terms, although they will not auto-
matically vote on this cleavage. As argued here, media can very often be
crucial in consolidating this identity and activating the cleavage.

Two of the most discussed factors in the literature for explaining regional
party system distinctiveness are regional autonomy and socio-cultural dis-
tinctiveness. It is the argument of this paper that while these two factors
are indeed some of the most important, they are strengthened by regional
media. Regional autonomy looms large in the literature. Tatham and
Mbaye, for instance, contend that ‘the creation of new electoral arenas and
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the growing powers and autonomy [of regions]… has gradually redrawn the
electoral landscape’ in Europe (Tatham and Mbaye 2018, 664). Moreover,
Schakel (2013) demonstrates that elections in regions with advanced auton-
omy display weaker second-order effects. Moreover, Hamman (1999) charts
the development of varied party systems in Spain since the introduction of
the Autonomous Communities. In general, we can observe that regional
parties gain better results in regional elections than in other election types.
Massetti and Schakel’s outstanding 2015 study, for instance, finds differen-
tiated effects of decentralization on both regionalist and secessionist
parties and at regional and national levels. This is somewhat contrary to
the findings of Brancati (2008), who rather finds that autonomy boosts
NSWP support at all levels.

Many explanations for why this is the case have been put forward. Brancati
(2008) demonstrated that stronger performance of NSWP in regional elec-
tions has a spillover effect to other levels. Dalle Mulle (2017) attributes this
impact to autonomy encouraging issue diversification; and thus undermining
statewide parties accommodationist strategies. He also argues that decentra-
lisation improves the opportunity structure for secessionist parties, allowing
them to use regional institutions as platforms for nation-building and normal-
ising substate nationalism (Dalle Mulle 2017). In addition, Morgenstern et al
provide some evidence that federalism, especially when combined with
ethnic diversity, has a negative effect on party system nationalization (Mor-
genstern, Swindle, and Castagnola 2009).

However, while it seems likely that regional autonomous institutions boost
NSWP, there are cases where high levels of regional autonomy fail to produce
strong NSWP. Some of these can be explained with reference to wealth (e.g.
Sardinia), but in others the lack of strong NSWP is unexpected considering
other features. I argue here that the possession of a regional media is an
important element of how autonomy boosts support for NSWP. Autonomy
is often credited with further ‘nationalizing’ regions with distinct socio-cul-
tural environments, and also with providing more hospitable elections for
NSWP (where more focus will be on regional issues that they will be the
most credible on). I argue that these effects cannot be explained without
the presence of regional media to inform voters about regional politics.
The Welsh case in particular reveals that simply holding regional elections
does not mean voters will pay attention to them, or opt for NSWP over state-
wide parties (Scully and Larner 2017).

How then do regional media environments influence regional voting? The
first central mechanism is through increasing voter information about
regional politics. This fits with existing studies of the effects of media on
voter information, such as that of Weaver (1996), which demonstrates how
voters gather much of their information on parties and issues from media
news sources. Lippmann’s (2008) work is also foundational here. He argues
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that the mass media shapes and creates a citizen’s political world. If these
news sources are predominantly regionally-based, it would make sense
that they would be predominantly informing the public of regional parties
and issues and creating a regionally-based political world where NSWP
would benefit. A range of subsequent studies have demonstrated this idea
that the media is a channel for voter information and can serve to create
more informed voters (including boosting turnout). For instance, Piolatto
and Schuett’s (2015) study suggests media can be responsible for increases
in turnout, and Prat and Stömberg’s work on Sweden (2005) found that the
media increases voter knowledge of politics. Moreover, at the local level Baek-
gaard et al. (2014) demonstrate that local media coverage that provides pol-
itically relevant information can increase local election turnout.

In addition there are a few studies of the regional level which display the
impact of media and media environments on political information propa-
gation and election outcomes, although not nearly as many as there
should be and little in the way of large-scale comparative analysis. Those
that do support the argument here that regional media is crucial for issue
diversification and increases the salience of regional issues. Agnew (1995),
for instance, demonstrates how Lega Nord suffered in the 1990s compared
to statewide centre-right parties, who were able to effectively utilize state-
wide media. Given its lack of a distinctive media environment compared to
other areas of the UK, Wales has received some attention in this regard.
Thomas, Cushion, and Jewell (2004), focus on the 2003 National Assembly
for Wales election, which was marked by low turnout. They attribute this par-
tially to Wales’ dearth of indigenous media, which damaged the functioning
of the elections. The dominant framing of the elections in the national media,
they say, was one of apathy, which reinforced the lack of participation and
was inaccurately turned into a story around dissatisfaction with devolution.
And more recently, Jones (2017), examines the outcome of the 2016 EUmem-
bership referendum in Wales, stating the overall Welsh vote to leave was at
least partially attributable to the lack of distinctive media and the dominance
of leave-supporting English media. She compares this with the very different
public debates in more media-rich Scotland and Northern Ireland, which pro-
duced different results.

The second major mechanism is through the consolidation of regional
identity and other distinctive socio-cultural factors, another major focus of
the literature on regionalism. As Friend notes, Western European states are
in general not nation states in the strictest sense, and are usually composed
of one or more historic national communities (Friend 2012). Friend hypoth-
esizes that these national communities are maintained by a number of ‘car-
riers of identity,’ such as language, religion and historical institutions and
events. These regions, and others with purely regional identities, have the
ability to act as magnets for the formation of arenas of political competition
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influenced by these identities. De Winter’s analysis (1998) also claims strong
regional identities create a ‘general positive climate towards parties that most
strongly express [a]… sub-state identity’ (De Winter and Trusan 1998, pg.
217). Massetti (2009), also identifies an ‘ethnic divide’ as being crucial for
strong peripheral nationalist parties, and Van Houten (2007) finds that dis-
tinct ethno-national identities are necessary for secessionism. In Catalonia,
Dalle Mulle and Serrano find that the lack of recognition for the Catalan
nation features as a crucial part of the case for independence. On the other
hand, they explain, the unchallenged nature of Scottish nationhood means
that arguments for secessionism tend to be more economic and about
which form of government would be best for Scotland (Dalle Mulle and
Serrano 2019).

As Shair-Rosenfield et al. point out, language in particular should be a
powerful booster of regional identity, given its high visibility and ability to
‘bind a group in shared communication and meaning’ (Shair-Rosenfield
et al. 2021, pg. 80). Their study confirms a relationship between regional
language use and regional autonomy arrangements, supposing that linguis-
tic minority groups will seek autonomy in order to secure the place of a
regional language in public life. Furthermore, studies of single cases have
shown that regional language speakers are often more likely to support sub-
state-nationalist parties (Lynch 1995; Dowling 2013). In Wales, for instance,
nationalist parties take most of their votes from Welsh-speaking areas
(Lynch 1995) and Catalan nationalist parties are also much stronger in the
Catalan-speaking countryside than in the predominantly Castilian-speaking
Barcelona metropolitan area (Dowling 2013). Again, something which
seems to be missing from discussions around language is the role of media
in increasing the visibility, status and use of the language. Voters who only
view their language as a low-status dialect and not as something in the
public realm are less likely to be mobilized by language issues, and media
would play an important role in institutionalizing or deinstitutionalizing
language given its reach.

Compared to other factors such as history, language and institutions, less
attention is given to the importance of media as a carrier of regional identity.
This is very surprising given various empirical cases where independent
regional media and strong NSWP coincide. In both the UK and Spain, terri-
tories which have more region-specific media consumption exhibit greater
support for NSWP than others. There have been a few smaller-scale studies
of regional media in Europe. Paasi (2013), for instance, claims that regional
media aids in the maintenance of regional identities – something supported
by Terribas i Sala’s (1994) comparative study of Scotland and Catalonia (which
shows how regional media acts to preserve separate cultural identities) and
Fraser’s (2008) study of Scotland which argues that the media has been
crucial in maintaining Scottish national identity. Tobeña (2017) looks at the
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Catalan case, suggesting that the distinctive Catalan regional media environ-
ment has contributed to growing support for secessionism in the 2010s.
There has not been, however, an attempt to formulate a general theory of
how this process might work.

Central to this process, I believe, is Michael Billig’s concept of ‘banal nation-
alism’ (1995). This concept – which has gone on to be enormously influential
in the field of nationalism (see Slavtcheva-Petkova (2014), Antonsich (2016)
and Szulc (2017)), details the everyday, ordinary nationalist actions and sign-
ifiers which help define the boundaries of nations and reinforce national
belonging. These things are often routine, such as the labelling of food
items as products of the country, sporting events, or references to fellow
nationals as ‘we’ in newspapers (Billing 1995). Mass media, as something
widely consumed by society, inevitably plays a crucial role in reinforcing
national belonging (Slavtcheva-Petkova 2014). Rosie et al. (2006) actually
seek to apply Billing’s ideas to the Scottish and Welsh media, demonstrating
how the media can define national boundaries, albeit in a more multifaceted
and ambiguous way in multi-national states. This article will argue that media
is an important way of consolidating regional identities through its role in
consolidating ‘banal regionalism’ or ‘sub-state banal nationalism’ – consoli-
dating and defining a distinct regional identity which will thereafter impact
voting behaviour.

Considering the existing literature and observations of empirical cases, this
paper hypothesises that the media’s impact on NSWP success would chiefly
be twofold. Firstly, distinctive regional media environments help to reinforce
a regional or regional-national identity by contributing to ‘banal regionalism’
which aids in creating collective regional-national identities, distinguishing
the region from the rest of the state and weakening cross-state ties. Regional
media should also solidify and preserve regional cultural distinctiveness, for
instance by broadcasting in regional languages. Voters in this situation
would be more likely to then cast their votes for parties that promote or
defend the interests of this national unit – or are at least unique to it –
rather than those with a statewide base.

Secondly, regional media should serve to increase voter knowledge of
regional politics, issues and parties, and thus overcome one of the major
advantages that statewide parties have. Statewide parties and their poli-
ticians are generally much more widely known than regional equivalents
due to the national nature of media organisations generally. Strong regiona-
lised media environments would negate this and give a boost to regional
actors by raising their visibility, as well as promoting issue diversification
into areas favourable to regionalist parties. The theoretical logic of these
two processes seems sound, and allow us to state the following hypothesis
as to the effect of regional media consumption on NSWP support:
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Higher levels of regional media consumption will result in
greater success for NSWP

This paper attempts to test this hypothesis through a statistical analysis of the
correlation between media consumption and NSWP party support, and then
by attempting to draw out some of the causal processes through an illustra-
tive case study of the United Kingdom. The goal of this analysis is to point to
important processes which are currently under-explored and to establish a
link between the two. However, further research would be needed to
firmly establish the causal mechanisms theorized above. The ‘banal regional-
ism’mechanism could be studied by examining the presence of banal nation-
alism markers in the media and studying the relationship between NSWP
supporters and those who consume media with the most banal regionalism
markers. The role of the media in voter information and issue diversification
could be explored through a comparison of the salience of various issues and
changes in media consumption, as well as survey work testing voter knowl-
edge in relation to the media they consume.

Data and method

To test this hypothesis, OLS models are run on a new and unique cross-
national dataset of European Small Worlds. This covers 17 countries and 69
sub-state regions from 1980 to 2019. Operationally, a NSWP has been
defined as a party which competes only in certain areas of the state. It
does not need to have a specifically regionalist agenda. For regions to be
included, at least one NSWP must have received over 1 per cent of the
vote in at least 3 elections at the same governmental level (or at least 2 elec-
tions across all levels) in that decade. This should exclude ephemeral parties
which may achieve sudden success in particular elections but have no long-
term effect on the party system. Secessionist parties – defined as those who
explicitly2 declare themselves to be in favour of breaking away from the exist-
ing sovereign state3 – were also coded for the same elections as the wider
NSWP as a robustness test (given the more extreme political programmes
of these parties). While only selecting regions where NSWP are present
may at first glance appear like selection on the dependent variable, the
purpose of the study is to measure variation across such regions where
these parties are a key component of the party system, and the dataset
includes all of these regions, including those with very minimal support for
NSWP. The regions included can be found in appendix A. The data that
support the findings of this study are openly available at (https://
drjonathanparker2.wordpress.com/data/) (Figure 1).

The region must be an integral part of a state, not a dependent territory or
similar arrangement, and must have representation in the statewide
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legislature so that it may theoretically be part of the same party system. I have
generally stuck quite rigidly to the rule that the territory must be within the
geographic bounds of Europe, in order to control for background factors and
ensure similar cultural and socio-economic environments. I have, however,
made a number of small exceptions, and have included the Portuguese
Autonomous Region of the Azores, the Danish constituent country of Green-
land and the Spanish autonomies of the Canaries, Ceuta and Melilla due to
their political, cultural and economic connections to Europe.

The dataset starts in 1980 and ends in 2019, resulting in the inclusion of
1,929 elections across local, regional, national and European levels. The
1980s were selected as the starting point because it is in the 1970s that
many regionalist movements first began making a significant impact, and
from 1980 onwards consistent and comparable data can be gathered for
almost all regions. If a region does not meet the criteria for a Small World
(laid out above) in a certain decade, it is not included for that period. Two
dependent variables are deployed to test the research questions. NSWP_%

Figure 1. Map of Europe displaying all ‘Small Worlds’ featured in the dataset.
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gives, for each election (local, regional, national and European and some sui
generis4 contests) throughout the period, the combined percentage support
for all NSWP winning over 1 per cent of the vote. PIP_%measures support for
secessionist parties only on the same basis.

For the primary independent variable, regional media consumption, a
novel variable - media - was created. This variable measures the extent to
which the region has a media environment distinct from the state as a
whole. While ideally I would have collected viewing and listening figures
for regional television and radio stations, and circulation figures for regional
press, this data is extremely hard to come by and it would be impossible to
construct a continent-wide comparative dataset of them. I have instead con-
structed a variable wherein each region scores between 1 and 6, with 6 being
the most independent media environments. Regions are scored either 0, 1 or
2 in each of the categories of TV, radio and newspapers, the scoring of which
is explained below and expanded upon in Appendix B, and the values for
each are summed to give the final variable. While exact figures could not
be acquired, it was in almost all cases possible to make these judgements
based on existing data and the literature. A list of scores for each region
for the 2010–2019 period is included, to give an idea scoring system, is
included in Table 1, although it should be noted that the values used in
the regression were for each individual election year.

1) No regional TV or radio station or newspapers exist (bodies must cover the
whole region, local media is exempt)

2) A regional TV or radio station or newspaper exists
3) Regional TV Radio and newspapers account for majority of media con-

sumption in the region.

A third variable of significance is that of regional identity strength
(Id_strength). This has been gathered from a wide variety of public opinion
surveys and averaged out across the decade to improve robustness. If poss-
ible, surveys asking the Linz-Moreno question are used, with answers for ‘only
regional,’ ‘more regional than national’ and ‘equally regional and national’
combined to create an overall figure of regional identification. If such
surveys are sparse, other polling which asks about regional identity has
been used. This variable has been included given that the ability of regional
media to consolidate regional identity through banal regionalism is a key
causal mechanism hypothesized to link regional media strength to NSWP
support. Identity strength is used as an independent variable for regressions
testing NSWP and secessionist support, then as a dependent variable to
examine its correlation with regional media consumption.
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Table 1. Media scores for the 2010–2019 period by region.
Region State TV Newspapers Radio Total

German Speaking Community BE 2 2 2 6
Flemish Region BE 2 2 2 6
French Community/Walloon Region BE 2 2 2 6
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina BA 2 2 2 6
Serbian Republic BA 2 2 2 6
Faroe Islands DK 2 2 2 6
Greenland DK 2 2 2 6
Åland Islands FI 2 2 2 6
Autonomous Province Bolzano-South Tyrol IT 2 2 2 6
Northern Ireland UK 1 2 2 5
Emilia-Romagna Region IT 1 2 1 4
Autonomous Province of Trento IT 1 2 1 4
Tuscany Region IT 1 2 1 4
Aragon ES 1 2 1 4
Principality of Asturias ES 1 2 1 4
Basque Autonomous Community ES 1 2 1 4
Catalonia ES 1 2 1 4
Galicia ES 1 2 1 4
La Rioja ES 1 2 1 4
Chartered Community of Navarre ES 1 2 1 4
Bernese Jura CH 1 2 1 4
Republic and Canton of Ticino CH 1 2 1 4
Scotland UK 1 2 1 4
Istria County HR 1 1 1 3
Alsace Region FR 1 1 1 3
Brittany Region FR 1 1 1 3
Collectivity of Corsica FR 1 1 1 3
Pyrénées-Atlantiques FR 1 1 1 3
Pyrénées-Orientales FR 1 1 1 3
Free State of Bavaria DE 1 1 1 3
Free Hanseatic City of Bremen DE 1 1 1 3
Apulia Region IT 1 1 1 3
Basilicata Region IT 1 1 1 3
Calabria Region IT 1 1 1 3
Autonomous Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia IT 1 1 1 3
Liguria Region IT 1 1 1 3
Lombardy Region IT 1 1 1 3
Marche Region IT 1 1 1 3
Autonomous Region of Sardinia IT 1 1 1 3
Umbria Region IT 1 1 1 3
Aosta Valley Autonomous Region IT 1 1 1 3
Sicilian Region IT 1 1 1 3
Veneto Region IT 1 1 1 3
Silesian Voivodeship PL 1 1 1 3
Autonomous Province of Vojvodinia RS 1 1 1 3
Andalusia ES 1 1 1 3
Balearic Islands ES 1 1 1 3
Cantabria ES 1 2 0 3
Autonomous City of Ceuta ES 1 1 1 3
Canary Islands ES 1 1 1 3
Castile and León ES 1 1 1 3
Extremadura ES 1 1 1 3
Valencian Community ES 1 1 1 3
Canton of Bern CH 1 1 1 3
Republic and Canton of Geneva CH 1 1 1 3
Friesland NL 0 2 1 3

(Continued )
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Alongside this, data for many other independent variables were created as
controls. These variables reflect the literature on regionalist parties, regional
party systems and party system formation more generally. The details of
these variables are laid out in Table 2 below. These variables include econ-
omic factors such as regional economy (represented by regional GDP per
capita as a percentage of the national figures), regional autonomy (rep-
resented by a binary autonomy variable and a measure of length of time
since the first autonomous election). Socio-cultural factors relating to the ‘car-
riers of identity’ discussed above – such as language use – are included also.
In addition, regional history, in accordance with Friend (2012) is included
through a variable measuring a history of regional independence. Further-
more, several contextual factors were also included in the regression, such
as election type,5 distance from the statewide capital and regional popu-
lation. A summary of these variables can be found in Table 2 below.

Three models were tested, initially with the share of the vote for NSWP in
general as the dependent variable, then with the support for secessionist
parties as the dependent variable, followed by models with regional identity
as the dependent variable. The models were tested for signs of autocorrela-
tion, multicollinearity and heteroskedasticity. Durbin-Watson scores for all
models revealed significant autocorrelation, which was likely given the
time-series nature of the data. To account for this, a lagged version of the
dependent variable was also included in both models. Moreover, the distri-
bution of the data is heteroskedastic in both cases. To overcome this
problem robust standard errors were specified, clustered by region.
However, none of the Variation Inflation Factor (VIF) scores for each variable
were above 5, indicating no evidence of multicollinearity.

In addition, several steps were taken to improve the robustness of the
results. State-specific factors could be seen to influence results, given that

Table 1. Continued.
Region State TV Newspapers Radio Total

Groningen NL 0 2 1 3
Limburg NL 0 2 1 3
Balearic Islands ES 1 1 1 3
Carinthia AT 0 1 1 2
Schlewsig-Holstein DE 0 1 1 2
Molise Region IT 1 0 1 2
Piedmont Region IT 1 0 1 2
Historical Territory of Araba/Álava ES 0 1 1 2
Autonomous City of Melilla ES 1 1 0 2
Zeeland NL 0 1 1 2
Cornwall UK 0 1 1 2
Wales UK 1 0 1 2
Burgenland AT 0 0 1 1
Val d’Aran ES 0 0 0 0
Canton of Obwalden CH 0 0 0 0
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Table 2. Description of the independent variables.
Independent
variables

H4
Media Extent to which regional media (Television, radio and print) is distinct from

national media. Measures prevalence of regional television, newspapers and
radio vis a vis statewide output.
For each media type regions can score
0: no media
1: media exists, but is less prevalent than statewide media
2: media exists, and is more prevalent than statewide media
These are then summed to provide an overall score out of 6. The variable is
then rescaled so all variables are out of 10.

GDP_% Regional GDP per capita in Euros as a % of State GDP, divided by 10.
RAI_Status Adapted from the RAI, indicates special status or not for a region. Regions

marked Autonomous or Asymmetric by the RAI are coded 1, those that are not
are marked as 0.

Aut_Length Number of years since first election to autonomous legislature or assembly,
rescaled to give a score out of 10.

IOS_639-1 Percentage of speakers of a regional language, including only those languages
with an IOS 639-1 code, divided by 10.
IOS 639-1 code was chosen to exclude languages which may not be
distinguished from dialects by the population and would thus lack the
motivating factor the hypothesis predicts.
Data for IOS 639-3 languages was also collected, and used in an alternate
regression, but provided the same results.

Id_Strength Survey data recording the percentage of the regional population declaring
strong identification with the region. ‘Moreno’ question survey was used where
possible, but other roughly equivalent data was used this was not available. For
Moreno data, the total responses of ‘only regional,’ ‘more regional than
national’ and ‘equally regional and national’ were used.
Presented as percentage data divided by 10.

Kin_Group Measures whether the regional population has a kin ethnic group in a
neighbouring state. Scores of 10 given to states with the majority of the
population sharing this bond, 5 to those with a significant minority and 0 to
those with none.

Years_Ind Number of years region existed as an independent state historically. State must
have existed after the fall of the Roman Empire, must have covered most of the
current territory of the region and have been de facto independent. Rescaled
to give a number out of 10 with 10 representing the region with the longest
duration.

Distance Distance in km between regional and national capital. Rescaled to give a number
out of 10 with 10 representing the region with the longest distance.

Pop_% Regional population according to that decade’s census, as a % of the state
population, divided by 10.

Country Dummies Dummy variables for each of the 18 countries in the dataset.
EU Measures whether the country was a member of the European Union or its

forerunners.
Island Measures whether the region is an island
Elect_System Gives an indication of the proportionality of the electoral system.

Majoritarian electoral system (SMP, double-ballot, bloc voting etc.)
Mixed system (Parallel voting etc.)
Proportional with disproportional features (Small district magnitudes such as in
Spain or Ireland, or systems with ‘majority bonuses’ as exists in the Italian
regions)
Proportional system, with threshold of 5-8%
Entirely proportional system, with threshold of less than 3% (majoritarian
system) to 5 (completely proportional with threshold of less than 3%).

Election type
dummies

Dummy variables indicating the level of election the observation represents, one
exists for European, statewide, regional, local and Sui genesis election types.
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the data is nested within states. For this reason country-dummies were
added, following the precedent of Fitjar (2010). Region-level dummies were
considered but resulted in very high VIF scores and many variables
dropped from the model because of this. To further improve the robustness
of the models, each model has been run a second time with the Spanish
observations removed, and a third time without Italian observations.
Spanish cases made up 33.0% of the total observations, and Italy the next
highest with 19.5%, meaning that country specific factors in either country
may be influencing the overall results. The models without the Spanish
cases was multi-collinear with regards to the European and sui generis elec-
tion types, so these variables were excluded from the analysis in this
model. The same was true for local elections in the general and Italy-excluded
models.

Results and discussion

The regression results reveal significant support for the hypotheses. As can be
observed in Table 3, Table 4 and Table 5, the regional media variable is
robustly, positively and significantly correlated with both dependent vari-
ables; although more so with NSWP support as a whole than with secessionist
party voting. For NSWP support media consumption remains significant for
all three models. In the general model with all observations, the variable is
highly statistically significant with a p value of 0.009. Crucially, this variable
is significantly related to an increase in the dependent variable whereas
other widely hypothesised variables such as language use, regional identity
and histories of independence are not. Among the statistically significant vari-
ables from the literature, media is joined only by the length of time the region
has possessed regional autonomy and GDP per capita figures (which isn’t
robustly significant across all variables). In addition, the variable has a high
coefficient value of 0.18, indicating a significant increase in vote shares of
nearly 18 per cent on average when consumption of regional media increases
by one unit (so by one band on the media clarification). While autonomy
length does create a slightly larger increase in NSWP voting, this result still
confirms a strong relationship with media. The statistical significance is some-
what less when the Italian observations are removed, although the direction
and magnitude of the effect remains similar.

The results indicate that the effects of media consumption on the secessio-
nist party sub-variable are much less significant, although there may still be
something of a relationship. Here the strength of regional identity is the
only variable that is consistently statistically significant across all models,
although its effect on levels of secessionist voting is rather small (0.06 –
although this increases to a much more substantial 0.22 when Spain is
omitted). Media strength is statistically significant here for all observations
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(0.009) and with the Spanish observations removed (0.016), but not with Italy
omitted. As with the weaker significance for NSWP on this model, this is likely
due to the dominance of Spanish cases here, where media variance is much
less dramatic than elsewhere. Even in the full model, where the variable is sig-
nificantly correlated with secessionist voting, the magnitude of its impact on
the dependent variable is much less than media consumption had on support

Table 3. Results of Linear Regressions using the dependent variables NSWP_%, PIP%
and Id_strength with all observations.

Independent variables

NSWP_% PIP_% Id_Strength

Estimates St. err. Estimates St. err. Estimates St. err.

Media 0.176** 0.066 0.047** 0.017 0.025** 0.008
NSWP_% −0.009 0.007
PIP_% 0.030** 0.011
GDP_ 0.461** 0.151 0.062* 0.031 −0.050** 0.019
RAI_Status 0.047 0.034 0.002 0.007 0.018** 0.005
Aut_Length 0.211* 0.088 0.021 0.027 −0.025** 0.014
IOS6391 0.037 0.041 0.007 0.008 −0.014** 0.005
Id_Strength −0.061 0.090 0.060* 0.025
Years_Ind 0.016 0.031 0.014 0.009 0.005 0.003
Distance 0.223** 0.071 −0.011 0.024 0.024* 0.011
Pop 0.285* 0.128 0.066* 0.032 −0.006 0.014
Island 0.009 0.034 0.012 0.007 0.008 0.004
EU −0.026 0.019 −0.013 0.008 −0.010 0.007
Elec_System −0.057 0.060 0.028 0.020 0.000 0.005
European −0.049 0.026 0.001 0.006 0.015** 0.005
Statewide −0.073** 0.027 0.005 0.006 0.016** 0.005
Regional 0.017 0.021 0.022** 0.008 0.013** 0.005
Local 0.016** 0.006
Sui_Generis −0.092 0.156 0.044** 0.016
Austria 0.040 0.113 0.019 0.020 0.034* 0.015
Belgium 0.201 0.137 0.010 0.036 −0.023 0.013
Bosnia & Herz. 0.220 0.141 0.058 0.040
Croatia 0.225 0.122 0.024 0.031 −0.014 0.008
Denmark 0.206 0.126 0.061 0.037 −0.014 0.008
Finland 0.208 0.114 −0.014 0.031 0.008 0.009
France 0.109 0.128 0.043 0.035 −0.009 0.010
Germany 0.116 0.115 0.006 0.025 0.021 0.011
Italy 0.103 0.125 0.032 0.033 −0.021* 0.010
Poland 0.172 0.127 0.032 0.032 −0.013 0.008
Portugal
Serbia
Spain 0.144 0.123 0.030 0.029 0.008 0.009
Switzerland 0.016 0.015
Netherlands 0.028 0.103 0.003 0.020 0.015 0.013
Ukraine
United Kingdom 0.187 0.149 0.095* 0.044 −0.031* 0.013
Lagged variable 0.579 0.059 0.750 0.055 0.865** 0.028
Constant −0.243 0.147 −0.136** 0.050 0.094** 0.022
Adjusted R2 for model with NSWP_
%

0.850 n =
1929

Adjusted R2 for model with PIP% 0.856 n= 1929
Adjusted R2 for model with
Id_Strength

0.9355 n =
1929

*p < 0.05; **p < 0.01.
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for NSWP as a whole (0.05 – although it must be cautioned that all variables
have much lower coefficients in this model). As secessionist voters are typi-
cally more extreme and ideologically committed than NSWP voters as a
whole, it would perhaps be less likely that they would be influenced by
greater levels of voter information. However, we would likely expect that

Table 4. Results of Linear Regressions using the dependent variables NSWP_%, PIP%
and Id_strength with Italian observations removed.

Independent variables

NSWP_% PIP_% Id_Strength

Estimates
Std.
err. Estimates

Std.
err. Estimates Std. err.

Media 0.179* 0.087 0.118 0.064 0.056** 0.020
NSWP_% −0.027 0.014
PIP_% 0.036* 0.015
GDP_ 0.277 0.185 0.297* 0.140 −0.112** 0.028
RAI_Status 0.118* 0.051 0.038 0.028 0.027** 0.008
Aut_Length 0.330** 0.111 0.165 0.135 −0.022 0.016
IOS6391 −0.032 0.048 0.007 0.030 −0.026** 0.008
Id_Strength −0.167 0.115 0.213* 0.080
Years_Ind 0.065 0.040 0.037 0.039 0.017** 0.006
Distance 0.128 0.082 −0.125 0.085 −0.006 0.014
Pop 0.351** 0.128 0.069 0.122 0.010 0.019
Island 0.089 0.048 0.041 0.035 0.029** 0.008
EU −0.041* 0.017 −0.040 0.021 −0.001 0.008
Elec_System −0.101 0.085 0.052 0.034 −0.002 0.008
European −0.039 0.029 −0.005 0.009 −0.004 0.003
Statewide −0.083* 0.034 −0.002 0.010 −0.006 0.004
Regional 0.011 0.023 0.014 0.009 −0.003 0.004
Local
Sui_Generis −0.106 0.160 0.092** 0.032 −0.011 0.006
Austria −0.352 0.181 −0.254 0.146 −0.010 0.008
Belgium −0.134 0.110 −0.266** 0.097 −0.071** 0.025
Bosnia & Herz. −0.026 0.022
Croatia −0.045 0.100 −0.210* 0.078 −0.032 0.019
Denmark −0.106 0.103 −0.071 0.088 −0.047* 0.018
Finland −0.143 0.102 −0.436** 0.090 −0.034 0.021
France −0.220 0.129 −0.113 0.089 −0.051* 0.020
Germany −0.227 0.131 −0.264* 0.128 −0.019 0.012
Italy
Poland −0.115 0.116 −0.122 0.083 −0.046 0.019*
Portugal
Serbia
Spain −0.169 0.119 −0.171* 0.085 −0.030 0.017
Switzerland −0.387* 0.182 −0.346* 0.163
Netherlands −0.289* 0.133 −0.238* 0.110 −0.023 0.012
Ukraine
United Kingdom −0.224 0.161 0.017 0.105 −0.085 0.028**
Lagged variable 0.533** 0.078 0.105** 0.035 0.862 0.032**
Constant 0.235 0.195 −0.161 0.137 0.149 0.036**
Adjusted R2 for model with
NSWP_%

0.866 n =
1242

Adjusted R2 for model with PIP% 0.856 n =
1242

Adjusted R2 for model with
Id_Strength

0.9302 n =
1242

*p < 0.05; **p < 0.01.
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media boosting regional identity would be a very big factor here. Indeed this
seems to be reflected in the fact that secessionist voting is here positively and
significantly correlated with regional identity.

In addition, the regressions also reveal support for the idea of a linkage
between regional media and regional identity – one of the chief hypothesised

Table 5. Results of Linear Regressions using the dependent variables NSWP_% and PIP
% with Spanish observations removed.

Independent variables

NSWP_% PIP_% Id_Strength

Estimates
Std.
err. Estimates

Std.
err. Estimates Std. err.

Media 0.278* 0.104 0.062* 0.025 0.033** 0.011
NSWP_% 0.001 0.009
PIP_% 0.082* 0.035
GDP_ 0.221 0.155 −0.035 0.039 0.045* 0.020
RAI_Status −0.039 0.034 −0.023* 0.009 0.023** 0.007
Aut_Length 0.395** 0.107 0.088* 0.040 −0.050* 0.020
IOS6391 0.091 0.060 −0.005 0.009 −0.007 0.005
Id_Strength 0.098 0.123 0.223** 0.049
Years_Ind −0.027 0.037 −0.022* 0.010 0.027** 0.007
Distance 0.233** 0.072 −0.000 0.029 −0.008 0.015
Pop 0.428* 0.176 0.165** 0.049 −0.082** 0.028
Island −0.016 0.042 0.002 0.011 0.016** 0.006
EU −0.039 0.039 −0.052* 0.024 0.006 0.017
Elec_System −0.022 0.054 0.034 0.019 0.001 0.006
European
Statewide −0.016 0.035 0.010 0.007 −0.001 0.003
Regional 0.057* 0.024 0.020* 0.009 −0.002 0.003
Local −0.004 0.026 −0.002 0.010 0.008 0.005
Sui_Generis
Austria 0.065 0.155 0.024 0.034 0.015 0.012
Belgium 0.348 0.183 0.094 0.054 −0.070 0.037
Bosnia & Herz. 0.254 0.173 0.094 0.052 −0.031 0.022
Croatia 0.456** 0.164 0.109* 0.045 −0.068 0.027
Denmark 0.351* 0.160 0.122** 0.046 −0.051 0.025
Finland 0.399* 0.156 0.058 0.044 −0.049 0.030
France 0.293 0.159 0.139* 0.053 −0.054 0.030
Germany 0.241 0.150 0.061 0.038 −0.017 0.019
Italy 0.312 0.159 0.137** 0.049 −0.072* 0.033
Poland 0.347* 0.165 0.111* 0.046 −0.049 0.025
Portugal
Serbia
Spain
Switzerland
Netherlands 0.079 0.132 0.065 0.033 −0.021 0.019
Ukraine
United Kingdom 0.445 0.178 0.227 0.059 −0.095* 0.044
Lagged variable 0.494 0.072 0.615 0.077 0.795** 0.058
Constant −0.557 0.193 −0.272 0.067 0.151** 0.047
Adjusted R2 for model with NSWP_
%

0.888 n =
1158

Adjusted R2 for model with PIP% 0.862 n =
1158

Adjusted R2 for model with
Id_Strength

0.932 n =
1158

*p < 0.05; **p < 0.01.
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causal mechanisms linking media strength to NSWP voting. Media is signifi-
cantly and positively correlated with increases in regional identification,
with a p value of 0.005 and a coefficient estimate of 0.056, a greater value
than most other independent variables. The correlation is robustly significant
with Spanish and Italian observations removed. This indicates that strong
regional media are found in regions with powerful regional identities.
Again, we cannot be entirely sure of the direction of causality here, but as I
explained below, it would seem likely that media at least contributes to
growth or maintenance of regional sentiment.

While media is strongly linked to both NSWP voting as a whole and
secessionist support in particular, regional identity strength is only signifi-
cantly predictive of secessionist party support. In many ways this is
logical – we are already sampling only regions that have NSWP and
have stronger regional identities than regions which don’t, and only
those regions with the strongest identities would contemplate secession.
We know from the work of Brancati (2008), for instance, that while dis-
tinct identities are crucial for the emergence of regionalist parties in
the first place, strength of identity alone seems to be a necessary but
not a sufficient cause of regionalist party strength. To enable this regional
identity to become a variable influencing voting behaviour, this article has
argued that a strong regional media to promote banal regionalism needs
to be present. The results provide some support for this idea, especially
for secessionist parties, who appear to be more influenced by identity
factors.

However, while regional media is positively and significantly correlated to
territorial identification and secessionist party voting, this does not assure us
that the relationship of causality is in the direction hypothesised. It only
strongly suggests that the three may be connected, although I detail
below why I believe the direction of causality to be the way I predict. The
first possibility is a straightforward causal pathway as hypothesised; regional
media leads to regional identity leads to voting for secessionist parties. A
second possibility is that strong regional identities cause both media strength
and secessionist support. A third, but less likely, pathway is that secessionist
parties are creating strong regional identities and regional media. The most
probable pathway is a more nuanced one, where regional media supports,
accentuates, and consolidates regional identities which leads to more seces-
sionist voting. To a more limited extent, the success of secessionist parties as
a result of this could lead to a feedback loop, and increase regional media
consumption and production further. The reason why I believe this is the
most likely scenario will be elucidated through the below comparison of Scot-
land and Wales.

Supporting this, we can see that regional media is correlated with other
factors thought to influence NSWP voting. Table 6 shows the strength of
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regional media compared with average scores for other factors. The data was
distinctly clustered, with a plurality of regions scoring a ‘3’ indicating a mid-
level of regional media consumption (in most cases, they possessed all three
of the coded-for attributes but none of them were majority-consumed). Elec-
tions which occurred in cases which scored a 3 made up 803 of the 1,929
observations (41.6%). Because of this the rest of the observations have
been clustered into two groups of 500–600 observations each; a lower cat-
egory making up around 27.6% of observations (those scoring 2 or less),
and an upper category (4-6) of those cases with well-developed regional
media. As we can see, the main difference is between the highest category
and the other two, with the medium and low categories not being signifi-
cantly differentiated from each other. Those regions with significantly
popular regional media have much higher levels of NSWP voting, much
more widely spoken regional languages and tend to be somewhat wealthier
and possess stronger regional identities on average than those with weaker
media environments. Crucially, secessionist parties are almost entirely con-
centrated in those regions with the highest levels of media consumption.

Again, while there is obviously then a strong correlation between regional
media strength and other regional attributes traditionally thought to boost
NSWP, what cannot be inferred from the quantitative data is the direction
of the relationship, or whether there is a ‘loop’ like self-reinforcing effect
occurring. This can be demonstrated when looking at regional language.
The regions scoring a ‘6’ (the highest value) on the language variable in
the dataset correspond quite closely with the regions with universally-
spoken regional languages. While in some cases regional languages may
force the creation of regional media, in others regional media can raise the
profile and prestige of regional languages. There are in the dataset a selection
of regions with high numbers of speakers but low media scores, which gen-
erally also have fairly weak NSWP. We can also see this double interaction

Table 6. Comparison of regional media strength with other variables, showing the
average values of variables for each media category.

Variable
Weak media (0-

2)
Mid-strength media

(3)
Strong media (4-

6)

NSWP vote share 11.8% 12.2% 51.7%
Secessionist vote share 1.8% 0.9% 14.5%
GDP per capita as a percentage of
national

92.2% 96.2% 102.3%

Autonomous institutions 23.6% 26.3% 69.6%
Regional language speakers (IOS 639-1) 15.2% 23.2% 54.2%
Distinct ethnic identity 1.0 0.9 1.2
Regional identity strength 66.6% 67.8% 74.9%
Number of observations 533 (27.6%) 803 (41.6%) 593 (30.7%)
aPercentage of those regions possessing regional autonomy.
bAverage identity score- highest value is 2.
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with regards to regional autonomy, with those elections with regional media
and regional elections getting a double boost as regional media cover
regional elections and cement the region as a distinct political space. But
in addition, regional autonomous governments often establish regional
media (for instance in Catalonia after the transition), or encourage its creation
or spread by making much of what the news media would report on region-
ally-based.

Illustrative case study

The situation in the United Kingdom helps illustrate the argument put
forward here and provides some indicative evidence of the direction of caus-
ality. The three largest small worlds in the state (Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland) all have diverging levels of media differentiation from the UK media
environment that correlate with differing levels of support for both NSWP
and pro-independence sentiment. This section will compare Scotland and
Wales, two constituent countries of the UK that are both ‘Small Worlds.’
Whereas Scotland has a fairly independent media and high levels of NSWP
voting and secessionist sentiment, Wales lags behind on all three of these
metrics.

As Table 7 indicates, with a score of 2, Wales doesn’t have a particularly
distinctive media environment, and media consumption is almost identical
to England. There are no all-Wales regional daily newspapers6 and while
regional radio has large listenership, it is usually overshadowed by statewide
stations. Wales has rarely been treated as a single unit for TV programming by
statewide channels, and has often been more attached to adjacent English
regions (Jones 2017). While there is a regional TV channel (S4C, established
in 1982), this broadcasts solely in the Welsh language, which is
only spoken by around 20-30% of the population. The country does not
have English language channels of its own (Scully and Larner 2017). Wales

Table 7. Comparison of Scotland and Wales on both media and other relevant variables.
Variables Scotland Wales

Media Score (Overall) 4 2
Television 1 1
Radio 1 1
Newspapers 2 0
NSWP support overall 40.7% 15.4%
NSWP support in devolved elections 49.2% 21.5%
Support for secession (2021 polling average) 45.3% 27.6%
Regional Language speakers % (IOS 639-1) 1.1%* 19.0%
GDP per capita (as % of UK GDP) 92.7% 71.9%
Identity Strength 84.0% 64.0%

Does not include the Scots Language, which is not an IOS 639-1 language due to its unstandarised form
and closeness to English. Therefore only the figure for Scottish Gaelic.
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also has much lower levels of NSWP voting, with an average level of support
at 21.5% for the 2010s, and support for secession from the UK around 15-20
percentage points lower than in Scotland. British media pays little attention
to Welsh politics, and in general Welsh party leaders are much less well
known than the UK leaders (Welsh Election Study, 2016). The principal
NSWP in Wales, Plaid Cymru, only really receives significant amounts of
media attention at election time. Data from elections surveys shows low
levels of public knowledge about devolved politics, with 40% of respondents
in a 2016 post-election study erroneously believing Plaid Cymru had been in
the Welsh government for the previous 5 years (Welsh Election Study, 2016).

Scotland has a much more distinctive media environment, with a Media
score of 4 and a 2010s average support for NSWP of 40.7%. Support for seces-
sion is much more widespread, at nearly half of the population. While Scot-
land’s media environment is linked to that of the rest of the UK, it has long
been distinct in terms of print media especially, with a wide variety of
widely read Scottish titles being produced such as The Herald, The Scotsman
and the Daily Record. Most of the UK press also produces separate Scottish
editions of their papers, which focus on regional political news and some-
times take diverging editorial lines from the English editions. The region is
less divergent in terms of Radio and Television consumption, but even here
popular regional channels exist and regional versions of UK channels
produce Scotland-specific content, in particular news coverage. This assists
in the production of a specifically Scottish media (especially news) environ-
ment, where Scottish politics, parties and leaders receive large amounts of
attention and are highly visible to the public (Law 2001).

The differences in media consumption also correlate quite closely with the
salience of territorial cleavages. Support for self-government and secession
has always been much higher in Scotland than in Wales. I would argue, as
Law (2001), Rosie et al. (2006), Petersoo (2007) and Rosie and Petersoo
(2009) do, that the independent Scottish media environment provides
enough collective identity and a sense of a distinctive Scottish politics
trough ‘banal nationalism’ that Scottish national consciousness is strength-
ened to such a degree that independence and autonomy can be contem-
plated. In Wales, the integration into the English media market does
nothing to support the sense that Wales is a distinct polity in which self-gov-
ernment should lie. For the Scots, on the other hand, the media aids (along
with distinct institutions) the sense of Scotland as a place apart. And while
Scottish newspapers have never been falling over themselves to endorse
independence, the media does represent a place for ideas about the nation
and its proper form of government to be propagated and reach new audi-
ences, in a way in which they cannot in Wales.

Media support for secessionism and the Scottish National Party (SNP), the
largest NSWP, has been fairly muted in Scotland, although some Scottish
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papers, such as the Scottish Sun, have been explicit in their support for the
party at times. However, it can be argued that the existence of Scottish
media, and their contribution, along with other factors, to forging a distinc-
tive Scottish national community, would shape voter choice in favour of
‘national’ options such as voting for the SNP or affirmative votes in referenda
on devolution or independence. Moreover, it has been noted by Williams
(2000), amongst others, that voting for Welsh nationalist parties and positive
votes in the various devolution referenda (1979, 1999, 2011) seem to be
linked to the accessibility of Welsh media. These are much more available
in the Welsh-speaking areas of the West and to a lesser extent in the south
Wales valleys, where support for these movements is concentrated. It is in
these areas that a Welsh national identity reinforced by distinct media con-
sumption (see below) is much more of a reality, leading to voting for
‘national’ projects. Eastern areas have much less exposure to these media
and remain hostile terrain for Welsh nationalism.

There are also other ways in which the media in both countries also serves
as an incubator of national identity. While Scotland lacks the linguistic distinc-
tiveness of Wales, its identity is solidified by a national media, and the very
existence of this media serves as a marker that Scotland is a different
country than England. Moreover, a separate Scottish nation is clearly the
legitimating factor in the existence of this media; and Scottish media gives
coverage to Scottish socio-cultural issues (Law 2001). In Wales, this media
is much weaker and does not serve to ‘carry’ a unified national identity to
the same degree, relegating ‘Welshness’ to the local and solidifying British-
ness as the national frame (Thomas 2006). The lack of regional media but a
proliferation of local and statewide media also does nothing to overcome
the deep regional divides in Wales (created by economy, history, transport,
geography and government policy) and forge a unified national community
in a way that Scottish media has unified, for instance, the Lowlands and High-
lands of Scotland into a relatively homogenous nation (Jones 2017). True,
Wales has also historically lacked the national institutions that Scotland has
possessed, but then many regions of Europe lack these and yet have pro-
duced strong secessionist movements, such as the Basque Country, Green-
land and South Tyrol. Media could have played a role in unifying the
region, and, combined with the establishment of devolution, created the
idea of a distinctive Welsh polity rather than a vague cultural area who’s com-
ponent parts were more closely connected to adjacent English regions.

The one way in which media does serve as a carrier of identity in Wales and
impact voting behaviour is through the Welsh language. While English
language media in Wales tends to be dominated by English sources, a
national Welsh language media industry does exist, consisting of television
channels, radio and publications. We can see here the circular, self-reinfor-
cing, relationship of media to other factors. We know that Plaid Cymru’s
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voting base is overwhelmingly welsh-speakers. The areas of its electoral
strength corresponds closely with the areas of the language’s strength, and
post election-polling reveals that fluent language speakers are the party’s
biggest supporters (Welsh Election Study, 2016). The existence of Welsh-
language media undeniably assists the language, giving it a much more pro-
minent role in public life and in voters’ personal lives, as well as propagating
the language outside of its main areas. However, due to the size of the Welsh-
speaking population, this media strength has limited impact, mainly serving
instead to unify language speakers with Welsh national identity. As a conse-
quence, Welsh speakers are much more likely to be exposed to the nation-
building attributes of the Welsh media, and much more likely to identify
strongly as Welsh and to vote for Welsh nationalist parties. Outside of this
community, however, these processes are limited.

Conclusions

The analysis presented here is to some extent exploratory and should mark
the beginning of a wider investigation into the linkage between regional
media and substate party systems. It does, however, begin to show two
key and interlinked ways in which distinctive regional media environments
could contribute to the success of NSWP and in particular secessionist
parties. Firstly, through the widely recognized ways in which media increases
voter information about politics and impacts voter choice. At the regional
level, this manifests itself in the creation of electorates informed and aware
of regional issues and parties, and perhaps made more inclined to vote for
them electorally. It may also be that regional media directly endorses region-
alist parties and causes, but more important is that by encouraging and con-
solidating a substate national identity media encourages voting for these
forces.

This leads us to the second way in which media contributes, that of a
‘carrier of identity.’ Through the use of ‘banal nationalism’ and ‘banal region-
alism’ it can set the boundaries of the regional polity and mark it out as a sep-
arate polity. It can also be used to reinforce the effects of regional languages
and regional autonomous institutions, providing coverage of them and facil-
itating their own effects on the electorate.

The paper has raised but not entirely settled the question of the direction
of causality. In one scenario regional media is leading to the creation of stron-
ger regional identities and focusing more on regional news, leading to higher
levels of voting for regionalist parties (as hypothesised). On the other hand, a
second scenario may be that regionalist parties and sentiment are gaining
ground and therefore new regional media is established to meet this
demand. Both are possible and both occur in the cases we have discussed.
For instance, not until the SNP gained control of the Scottish government
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did the BBC consider a Scottish-only channel, and S4C was established largely
as a result of nationalist pressure. However, I believe the evidence points –
although not without caveats and some uncertainty – to the hypothesised
scenario being more significant. Across the board in Europe, we can see
that regional media scores rarely change over the years, and do not tend
to change in relation to rises in support for NSWP. The main cases of dramatic
change are in the Spanish autonomous communities, where new TV channels
were rapidly established after the transition to democracy and the establish-
ment of the state of autonomies. In general few regions change their score
and in even fewer does this follow an increase in the support for NSWP. In
addition, the changes that do occur then tend to be rises from very low
scores to middling ones.

This would point rather to a situation in which regionalist parties have
the best chances of finding success in regions which have district regional
media environments, rather than one where the media environment is
rapidly changing to take into account new regionalist sentiment. Changes
forced by regionalist progress may compound and consolidate distinct
regional media environments, or may effect minor increases in their distinc-
tiveness, but they do not seem likely to create them. In the Scottish and
Welsh cases, for instance, apart from the activist-driven creation of S4C
the media market has not regionalised in an any significant way in response
to the somewhat increased popularity of Plaid Cymru. And while some new
developments in the past decade have increased the distinctness of the
Scottish media space, this has not been enough to change its score and
the independent press and television services long predate the SNP’s
increase in popularity. So while we cannot determine the causal relationship
for certain, the direction of travel looks more likely to be that predicted by
the hypotheses.

Notes

1. The term itself was first coined by Elkins & Simeon in their study of Canada
(1980).

2. Through mention in electoral programmes, in press statements or in party con-
stitutions etc. See appendix for a full list of secessionist parties included.

3. Rattachist parties (such as Sinn Fein in Northern Ireland), and Irredentist seces-
sionist (such as EH Bildu) have also be included in this category.

4. These include, for instance, elections to the Basque Juntas Generals/Batzar
Nagusiak.

5. NSWP are known to perform much better in regional elections than statewide
contexts, and it stands to reason that regional media may be more influential in
these contests as well.

6. This deserves some explanation, and an assurance the author is aware of the
existence of the Western Mail. I have not included this paper given its limited
circulation in north Wales and de facto status as a regional, south Wales paper.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Secessionist Parties Classification (including all regions
included in dataset with dates of inclusion)

State Regions Secessionist parties

Austria Burgenland (2010-2019) None
Austria Carinthia (1980-1989, 2010-2019) None
Belgium German-speaking Community

(1980-2019)
None

Belgium Flanders (1980-2019) Vlaams Blok/Vlaams Belang (VB) (all elections
participating)

New Flemish Alliance (NVA) (all elections
participating)

Belgium Wallonia/French Community
(1980-2019)

Rassemblement Wallonie France (RWF)
(Technically rattachist, all elections
participating)

BiH Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina (1990-2019)

None

Serbian Republic (1990-2019) Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) (all elections
participating)

Serbian Radical Party of Republika Srpska (SRS RS)
(all elections participating)

Alliance of Independent Social Democrats (SNSD)
(2010 onwards, party embraced secessionism
after 2006 election – previously seen as
moderate on the issue)

Croatia Istria County (1990-2019) None
Denmark Faroe Islands (1980-2019) Republican Party/Republic (E) (all elections

participating)
People’s Party (A) (all elections participating)
Self-government Party/New Self-government
Party (D) (Elections since 1998 – as the name
suggests originally an autonomous party but
changed its stance when it formed a
government with the above two parties in
1998)

Denmark Greenland (1980-2019) Inuit Ataqatigiit (IA) (all elections participating)
Inuit Party (PI) (all elections participating, IA
split)

Partii Naleraq/Naleraq (all elections
participating)

Nunatta Qitornai (NQ) (all elections
participating)

Siumut (2013 election onwards. Party has at
other times been notionally pro-
independence, but it usually governed and
acted as a pro-autonomy party. Its support for
secession became much more explicit in the
run-up to this election.)

Denmark South Jutland County (1980-2010) None
Finland Åland Islands (1980-2019) Future of Åland (AF) (all elections participating)

Non-aligned Coalition (OS) (all elections
participating)

Free Åland (AF) (all elections participating)
Ålandic Democracy (AF) (all elections
participating)

(Continued )
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Continued.
State Regions Secessionist parties

France Alsace (1990-2010) None
France Brittany (1980-2010) Breton Party (PB) (all elections participating)
France Corsica/Territorial Collectivity of

Corsica/Corsican Community
(1980-2019)

Corsica Nazione (CN) (1992 regional elections. An
alliance of several regionalist patties, but the
largest one was independentist and connect
to the FLNC)

Unione Naziunale (UN) (2004 regional elections.
An alliance of several regionalist parties, but
the largest was the independentist CN and
also included other pro-independence
factions)

Corsica Libera (CL) (all elections participating)
Rinnovu (R) (all elections participating)

France Pyrénées-Atlantiques (1990-2010) n/a*
France Pyrénées-Orientales (1990-2010) n/a*
Germany Free State of Bavaria (1980-2010) Bavaria Party (BP) (all elections participating)
Germany Free Hanseatic City of Bremen

(2010-2019)
None

Germany Schleswig-Holstein (1980-2019) None
Italy Apulia Region (1990-2019) None
Italy Basilicata Region (2010-2019) None
Italy Calabria Region (2010-2019) None
Italy Emilia-Romagna Region (1990-

2019)
Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Autonomous Region of Friuli-
Venezia Giulia (1980-2019)

Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Liguria Region (1990-2019) Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Lombardy Region (1980-2019) Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Marche Region (1990-2019) Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Molise Region (2000-2019) None
Italy Piedmont Region (1980-2019) Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and

2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Autonomous Region of Sardinia
(1980-2019)

Sardinian Action Party (PSd’Az) (1984 regional
and European elections. Party adopts
independence goal in 1979–1980 (Hepburn),
before reverting to autonomist stance
following a period in government with
statewide parties.)

Sardinia Nation (SN) (all elections participating)
Independence Republic of Sardinia (IRS) (all
elections participating)

Party of Sardinians (PS) (all elections
participating)

Project Republic of Sardinia (ProgReS) (all
elections participating)

Unidos (all elections participating)
Italy

(Continued )
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Continued.
State Regions Secessionist parties

Autonomous Province of Bolzano-
South Tyrol (1980-2019)

South Tyrolean Homeland Federation (SHB) (all
elections participating)

Die Freiheitlichen (dF) (all elections
participating)

Union for South Tyrol/Citizens’ Union for South
Tyrol (UfS/BUfS) (all elections participating)

Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

South Tyrolean Freedom (STF) (all elections
participating)

Italy Autonomous Province of Trento
(1980-2019)

Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Tuscany Region (1990-2019) Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Umbria Region (1990-2019) Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Aosta Valley Autonomous Region
(1980-2019)

Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and
2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Italy Sicilian Region (1990-2019) None
Italy Veneto Region (1980-2019) Lega Nord (LN) (all elections between 1996 and

2001, when the party pursued a project of
‘Padanian’ independence)

Independence We Veneto (INV) (all elections
participating)

Venetian Independence (IV) (all elections
participating)

Poland Opole Voivodeship (1990-2019) None
Poland Silesian Voivodeship (2010-2019) None
Portugal Autonomous Region of the Azores

(1980-2019)
Atlantic Democratic Party (PDA) (all elections
participating)

Serbia Autonomous Region of Vojvodina
(2000-2019)

None

Spain Historical Territory of Araba/Alava
(1990-1999)

None

Spain Andalusia (1980-2019) None
Spain Aragon (1980-2019) None
Spain Principality of Asturias (1990-2019) None
Spain Basque Autonomous Community

(1980-2019)
Herri Batasuna (HB) (all elections participating)
Eusko Alkartasuna (EA) (all elections
participating)

Euskal Herritarrok (EH) (all elections
participating)

Communist Party of the Basque Homelands
(EHAK) (all elections participating)

Aralar (all elections participating)
Euskal Herria Bildu (EH Bildu) (all elections
participating)

Basque Nationalist Party (EAJ/PNV) (2001-2011
elections during the period of the Ibarretxe
plan)

Spain Balearic Islands (1980-2019) Republican Left of Catalonia (ERC) (all elections
participating)

(Continued )
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Continued.
State Regions Secessionist parties

Socialist Party of Majorca (PSM) (all elections
participating)

PSM–Nationalist Agreement (PSM-EN) (all
elections participating)

Socialist Party of Menorca (PSM) (all elections
participating)

Bloc for Mallorca (Bloc) (all elections
participating – a coalition of two
independentist and one non-nationalist party)

Spain Cantabria (1980-2019) None
Spain Catalonia (1980-2019) Republican Left of Catalonia (ERC) (all elections

participating)
Left Nationalists (Nd’E) (all elections
participating)

Catalan Solidarity for Independence (SI) (all
elections participating)

Popular Unity Candidacy (CUP) (all elections
participating)

Together for Yes (JxSí) (all elections participating)
Together for Catalonia (JuntsxCat) (all elections
participating)

Together for Catalonia (JxCat) (all elections
participating)

Catalan European Democratic Party (PDeCAT) (all
elections participating)

Democracy and Freedom (DiL) (all elections
participating)

Democratic Convergence of Catalonia (CDC)
(From 2012 onwards, after the party’s explicit
turn towards independence)

Convergence and Union (CiU) (From 2012
onwards, after the CDC’s (the major party in
the coalition) explicit turn towards
independence)

Spain Autonomous City of Ceuta (1990-
2019)

None

Spain Canary Islands (1980-2019) None
Spain Castile and León (1980-2019) None
Spain Extremedura (1980-2019) None
Spain Galicia (1980-2019) Galician Nationalist Bloc (ERC) (1981-1989

elections, and from 2011. The party dropped
its commitment to a sovereign state in favour
of federal and confederal positions as part of a
general moderation of its ideology. Readopted
the position in 2011.)

Spain La Rioja (1980-2019) None
Spain Autonomous City of Melilla (1980-

2019)
None

Spain Chartered Community of Navarre
(1980-2019)

Herri Batasuna (HB) (all elections participating)
Eusko Alkartasuna (EA) (all elections
participating)

Euskal Herritarrok (EH) (all elections
participating)

Communist Party of the Basque Homelands
(EHAK) (all elections participating)

Aralar (all elections participating)

(Continued )
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Continued.
State Regions Secessionist parties

Euskal Herria Bildu (EH Bildu) (all elections
participating)

Auzolan (all elections participating)
Spain Valencian Community (1980-2019) None
Spain Val d’Aran (1990-2019) None
Switzerland Canton of Bern (1980-2010) None
Switzerland Bernese Jura (2010-2019) None
Switzerland Republic and Canton of Geneva

(1980-1989, 2000-2019)
None

Switzerland Republic and Canton of Jura (1980-
2000)

None

Switzerland Canton of Obwalden (1980-2010) None
Switzerland Republic and Canton of Jura (1980-

2010)
None

Netherlands
Friesland
(1980-2010)

None

Netherlands Gröningen (2000-2010) None
Netherlands Limburg (2000-2010) None
Netherlands Zeeland (2010-2019) None
Ukraine Autonomous Republic

of Crimea (1990-1999)
Republican Party of Crimea (RPK) (all elections
participating)

Bloc Russia (BR) (all elections participating)
Party of Economic Revival (PER) (all elections
participating)

United
Kingdom

Cornwall (1980-2019) None
Northern Ireland (1980-2019) Sinn Féin (SF) (all elections participating)

The Workers’ Party (WP) (all elections
participating)

Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) (all
elections participating)

People Before Profit (PBP) (all elections
participating)

Aontú (all elections participating)
Scotland (1980-2019) Scottish National Party (SNP) (all elections

participating)
Scottish Green Party (SGP) (all elections
participating)

Scottish Socialist Party (SSP) (all elections
participating)

Solidarity-Scotland’s Socialist Movement (S-SSM)
(all elections participating)

United
Kingdom

Shetland (1980-1989) None

United
Kingdom

Wales (1980-2019) Plaid Cymru – the Party of Wales (PC) (all
elections participating)
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Appendix B: Notes on inclusion and coding

To be included a region must be an integral part of a state, not a dependent territory
or similar arrangement, and must have representation in the statewide legislature so
that it may theoretically be part of the same party system. For inclusion, a region must
be one of the following. It could be a first level administrative division with an elected
body. Alternatively, it may be a unit larger than a local elected unit with institutional
recognition (eg. Scotland and Wales pre-devolution, Flanders and Wallonia before the
establishment of separate elections for regional parliaments).

Some exceptions have been made to this criteria under specific rules. A second-
level subdivision may be included if it has an elected governing body covering its
entire territory, and an ethno-regionalist movement of its own. This has allowed for
the inclusion the French departments of Pyrénées-Orientales and Pyrénées-Atlan-
tiques, which have NSWP, but are technically 2nd tier divisions, and Araba/Álava
(within the Basque Autonomous Community), and the Val d’Aran (within Catalonia).
I have not, however, allowed the inclusion of areas within larger subdivisions which
have no governing body for the whole area. León, is therefore not included, as it is
composed of several provinces, but the autonomous community of Castile and
León is.

In cases where NSWP compete in multiple regions, I have included the regions as
small worlds individually. This was done for the sake of consistency – in some of the
regions in question (e.g. Navarre and the Valencian Community in Spain, and South
Tyrol and the Aosta Valley in Italy), both NSWP specific to that region and NSWP
that compete in multiple regions contest elections. This means that many of the
Italian regions are included separately even though their NSWP is a Lega Nord branch.

Regional Media Variable
The variable is based on the consumption of media by regional populations. 0 Indi-
cates that no regional media organisations of that type exist in the territory. For
instance, a 0 in the newspaper category indicates that there are no region-wide
daily newspapers in the region. A score of one indicates a situation where regional
media exists but coexists in a junior position to the statewide media. In this situation,
circulation figures for regional newspapers would be less than those for statewide
papers. In category 2, regional newspaper circulation would exceed those of statewide
titles in the region and indicate that the majority of the population prefers to consume
regional media. Similarly, regional television channels would receive higher viewer-
ships and more inhabitants would listen to regional radio stations than statewide
ones.

Several sources were used to code the variable. If they were available, viewing, lis-
tening and circulation figures released by national regulatory agencies and similar
bodies were used, with regional titles compared to statewide ones. This data was
not always possible given that releases of such data is sporadic (if at all), and often
not released at the regional level. I therefore relied often on the academic literature,
seeking out publications which discussed the media environments of specific regions
and coding the territory according to the author’s assessments.

The schema is by nature imprecise although I would argue precise enough to make
solid conclusions about the relationship between regional media and NSWP support.
It is confined to three broad bands, rather than offering precise detail. While ideally I
would have collected viewing and listening figures for regional television and radio
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stations, and circulation figures for regional press, this data is extremely hard to come
by and it would be impossible to construct a continent-wide comparative dataset of
them. The schema constructed is therefore broad enough to be most likely very
reliable, although it is admittedly not as reliable as a continuous variable. Another
weakness of this coding scheme is that it’s very difficult to measure online consump-
tion for the last two decades included. Future researchers should seek to develop this
measure and expand its specificity.
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