
Approach to teaching vocabulary and to teacher learning 
specialist vocabulary. 
 
Question: what do we need to do with vocabulary when we teach English? Teach 
it? Teach students how to learn it? Something else? 
 

1. What is course remit/instruction, what is format, what flexibility, who are 

students 

Do this via socrative to share contact details for networking and get an 

idea of the coverage e.g. teach law; teach on bridging programmes, teach 

in-sessional, teach for credit, embedded in a department, types of subjects 

people specialize in 

2. Introduction to me and background or inspiration for talk.  

Me: former lawyer and left after 4 year. Constantly failing to distance 

myself from law: legal publishing; English teaching – English for 

advocates; Academic English for LLM 

Immediate context: 6 pre-sessionals with LLM students, 4 years of in-

sessional support getting more and more bespoke.  

What the students say:  

a. Needs’ surveys: vocabulary 

b. Experiences I) cognitive challenge on pre-sessional and English 

regression 

c. Experiences II) legal vocabulary books on the market 

3. Start experiment: state (country) 
 
Create a quick mind map of state i.e. country. Imagine it’s like strawberry 
 
 food 
Fruit     flavour 

 Forest fruit 
  Raspberry   strawberry 
 
What is our approach to vocabulary in EAP? Do we explicitly teach it, or do we 
provide strategies and advice and leave it up to the students to decide what 
vocabulary to learn? Should we do something more? Are we scared because 
we’re not the specialists? 
 

1. Show video on competition law 
2. Make any sense? 
3. Show a semantic field 

 
 
Anti-competitive agreements (Chapter I / Article 101) 



Whether an arrangement is anti-competitive is assessed on the basis of its objective, 

or its effect on competition, rather than its wording or form. 

 

Cartel (although the primary law doesn’t actually use this term) – 

agreements which directly or indirectly fix purchase or selling prices, or any 

other trading condition (for example, discounts or rebates, etc); 

 

  Price fixing agreement 

 

 

 

So this video highlights how digestible the text can become if you are able to 
impose (or recognize) the structure: the semantic field.  
 
Next, some thoughts on the theories behind this: 
  
  
 

4. Theory of semantic fields 
a. Cognitive linguistics: understanding concepts 

 
Trier in the 1930s – categorizing language into conceptual domains. Hyponymy, 
Synonymy, antonymy 
Background on semantic field theory. 
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Psycholinguistics/The_Mental_Lexicon 
idea of semantic nodes and network, balance between flexibility of spreading 
activation model but need for hierarchical or more structured legal network 
(could see this as relationship between language learning and subject learning) 
 
BUT 
 

b. problems with lexical sets and Magic number 7 (Miller) 
 
Findings that we can only remember approximately 7 items. 
 

c. Lexical sets – research e.g. see Nation (summary of literature 
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/about/staff/publications/paul-
nation/2000-Lexical-sets.pdf)  – that learning related words 
makes them harder to remember/learn plus 

 
 
 
So, my interpretation of these three theories in answering the question at the 
start – what is that we need to with vocabulary – is that we need to guide 
students to place vocabulary in hierarchical/hyponymy relations and that it 
would be to our major advantage if we do the same. 
 
Why? Two obvious reasons 
 

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Psycholinguistics/The_Mental_Lexicon
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/about/staff/publications/paul-nation/2000-Lexical-sets.pdf
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/about/staff/publications/paul-nation/2000-Lexical-sets.pdf


a) students need to do it in their assignments i.e. write definitions of 
concepts 

b) we will become more comfortable with the content 
 
Example of a).  Writing a definition e.g. based on general eap book 
 
How can we do it? Well, for law, specialist dictionaries available: westlaw index 
of legal terms, in particular Jowitt and Osborn dictionaries, or lexis glossary. 
Guide to the semantic field elements 
 
What if we’re doing it without these dictionaries, or in another social science 
topic? 

 
5. working independently of a dictionary: creating your own semantic field 

in advance of a text so that students can be tested on their understanding 
of the law regardless of their specialism– firstly ,the teacher 

a. teacher’s approach:  
i. choose a text for students, say for reading skills.  

ii. Highlight all nouns. Use judgment to remove general 
English and general academic vocab. Keep subject specific 
and technical terms.  

iii. Put nouns into ‘semantic fields’ 
iv. Make an effort to put these words into relationship of 

superordinate, subordinate, or coordinate. 
v. Use jural relations to see what the text says about any of 

these terms (from iv above). 
One ielts text compared with a non-legal text example 
 
First, can you brainstorm any vocab on CHRONOBIOLOGY and STATE 
(country) 
 
Probably latter much easier. Now compare the texts in terms of difficulty 
in answering the question.  
 
IELTS 
 

Chronobiology might sound a little futuristic – like something from a science 
fiction novel, perhaps – but it’s actually a field of study that concerns one of the 
oldest processes life on this planet has ever known: short-term rhythms of time 
and their effect on flora and fauna. 
 
This can take many forms. Marine life, for example, is influenced by tidal 
patterns. Animals tend to be active or inactive depending on the position of the 
sun or moon. Numerous creatures, humans included, are largely diurnal – that is, 
they like to come out during the hours of sunlight. Nocturnal animals, such as 
bats and possums, prefer to forage by night. A third group are known as 
crepuscular: they thrive in the low-light of dawn and dusk and remain inactive at 
other hours. 
 



When it comes to humans, chronobiologists are interested in what is known as 
the circadian rhythm. This is the complete cycle our bodies are naturally geared 
to undergo within the passage of a twenty-four hour day. Aside from sleeping at 
night and waking during the day, each cycle involves many other factors such as 
changes in blood pressure and body temperature. Not everyone has an identical 
circadian rhythm. ‘Night people’, for example, often describe how they find it 
very hard to operate during the morning, but become alert and focused by 
evening. This is a benign variation within circadian rhythms known as a 
chronotype. 

 

 
 
 
Social Science > Political science 
 

SITUATING NATIONALISM IN AN AGE OF 'GLOBALIZATION' 
 
There are a number of contemporary politico-legal challenges which presently 
exert themselves upon States, and which together call into question the very 
viability of the nation-State, at least in so far as the State is conceptualized to 
represent a 'Westphalian' model of absolute sovereignty. 12 These 'challenges' 
are in fact rival sites of authority which in our time contest constructions of the 
nation-State as the pre-eminent, or according to certain positivists, the exclusive, 
site of territorial sovereignty; and which, in doing so, also offer alternative 
reference points for both the identity and the loyalty of the citizen. These rival 
sites of authority can be categorized in terms of 'levels', of which, a number of 
commentators agree, there are three. First, and in Europe at least the most 
topical, is the emergence of supra-state political and legal orders-most 
prominently the European Union. Although operating at the supra-state level, 
entities such as the EU remain territorial in their remit. For example, the EU has 
been described as a 'post-State' polity in that it operates above the State but 



remains a fully territory-based polity. 13 Certainly the EU is unique in terms of 
the sophistication of its institutional infrastructure, and other entities 
such as the North American Free Trade Agreement could certainly not be 
described as 'post-State'; however, even in the context of NAFTA, certain 
comparable issues concerning the transference of State sovereignty have 
arisen    
 
12 It should be noted from the beginning that any presentation of the Peace of Westphalia of 

1648 as the defining moment in the birth of the modem nation-State is of course simplistic and 

largely inaccurate, but insofar as the term 'Westphalia' has passed into common juridical parlance 

to encapsulate untrammelled State power, it continues to serve as a useful caricature. 

13 N Walker 'The Idea of Constitutional Pluralism' (2002) 65 Modern Law Review 

 
 

Question 
A state represents absolute sovereignty T/F 
 
Or, from definition point of view, what is a state? 
 
Activity:  
Here’s a semantic field for state.  
 

authority  
sites of authority     political and legal order 

absolute sovereignty 
territorial sovereignty 

 
supra-state             state  

 
EU                           nation-State 
 
 
 
compare this to a public law professor’s semantic mental field for state: 
  

Entities 
Territorial entities 

State 
EU  

UK 

 
Indicates the tutor already thinking/conceptualizing in a way similar to the article 
writer. However, compare to a law student b and non-law and politics background 
respondent c 
 
B …. 
 
 
c….  
 
 



Going back to what we can produce exclusively from this text: This means that 
sovereignty is a concept within the domain of authority, is linked to political and 
legal order in the present context, and that a state is a territorial construct wherein 
sovereignty, a type of authority, sits. 
 
A simpler definition could be:  
 
A state is a site of authority or a political and legal order contained in a territory.  
 
As EAP tutor, it is not our job to get into the critical aspect e.g. according to 
certain positivists, a state is the exclusive, site of territorial sovereignty.  
We also don’t need to bring external knowledge such as being able to say that a 
shark is a fish but a whale isn’t. If the text tells us that, that’s all we’re interested 
in.  
 
Conclusion: we have made the text digestible for ourselves and guided 
students to define concepts. 
Interesting thing to consider is value of sites that create wordles or visual 
thesauri 
e.g. … 


