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Draft Agenda

#researchnotebooks

1030 Coffee and arrival – offer suggestions for other content today, why you came

1100 Welcome, Introductions – Valerie McCutcheon and Chris Brown

1115 Case Study - University of Glasgow

- Overview – Valerie McCutcheon

- Student experience – Roza Dimogkioka

1200 Demo - Mestrelab - Patrick Steel

1230 Discussion

1245 Lunch

1330 Discussion led by Al Downie https://bit.ly/2VQvCuw

1415 Pre-Requirement List discussion

1500 Summary and Next Steps

1530 Close – if we are done earlier we close earlier

https://bit.ly/2VQvCuw


Housekeeping

• Facilitators

• Fire alarm

• Toilets

• Wifi

• Social Media

• Notes
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Project history

• Project running from August 2018 – July 2020

• Run a number of workshops for researchers, support staff, vendors to explore 

current issues and attitudes around paper and electronic lab notebook 

management.

• Four previous workshops https://researchnotebooks.wordpress.com/outputs/

It would be 

useful to see 

demos by 

researchers…

Researchers need 

to invest time in 

setup – but will 

reap the benefits

There are so 

many different 

tools 

available…

https://researchnotebooks.wordpress.com/outputs/


Research Tools
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Options for Jisc

The business case for research tools includes the following three options:

• Exploratory

• University of Glasgow workshops (funded by the Open Research Hub service)

• Explore interoperability between research tools/notebooks, repositories and Current Research 

Information Systems (CRIS) using open standards. Testing and pushing/establishing open standards.

• Framework Agreement

• An open procurement framework for a number of lots including research tools.

• Currently being put together based on a generic set of requirements. 

• Beneficial to institutions (our members) who can acquire tools via the framework.

• Encourages use of open standards and interoperability.

• Integration

• Technical integration of research tools within Jisc services, such as the Open Research Hub 

(https://www.jisc.ac.uk/open-research-hub - “A single interoperable system for managing, preserving and 

sharing institutional digital research data.”)

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/open-research-hub


University of Glasgow Case Study – Why?
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• Good Research Practice

• Funder audit

• Furnishing new researchers with relevant skills

• Preservation

• Sharing



University of Glasgow Case Study – Why not before?
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• 2012 Failed proposal

• 2016 Failed proposal

• 2019 Centrally supported trial

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/datamanagement/organis

ingyourdata/electronicresearchnotebooks/

• Internal engagement – ad hoc and established

• Engage with other organisations

– We prefer not to work in isolation

– Public money – we want to work with you

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/datamanagement/organisingyourdata/electronicresearchnotebooks/


RSpace



OneNote and Teams



One Note

• Won’t suit all disciplines but might work for some (many?)

• Works with full set up at sites that have OneDrive and 

Teams:

– Allows export entire file to pdf

– Facilitates collaboration via Teams or the applications 

such as Zoom which allow for co-writing or invite 

– Access to data sets from within the notebook.  If the 

dataset is very large robust links to external data e.g. on 

OneDrive or server are important

– Can integrate with other tools



One Note - Possible drawbacks

• No time-stamp – workaround using good practice of prompt write 

up and standard group practice for metadata 

• No sign and countersign inbuilt (needed for patent)

• Notebook not locked to edit

workarounds possible e.g. sign and download a copy*

*Users sometimes have to augment the information rather than 

amend e.g. correction of something is added without editing the 

original notebook

Sync issues and crashing if file gets too big or complex?

Better than paper and a good solution for some areas?





University of Glasgow Case Study
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We thought we would start with established Research 

Groups but we actually got demand from Teaching Groups.

• Life Sciences

• Cancer Sciences

• Engineering

• Physics

• Administration



Good

• Clear interest

• Positive initial feedback

• We have learned a lot



Not so good....or is it?

• Misunderstanding of technical complexities

• Lack of IT resource

• Time needed to get started may be an 

obstacle



University of Glasgow Case Study
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Forthcoming outputs

• Case Study

• Internal recommendations report

• Update pre-requirements document

Wish list:

• Sustained community

• Shared tools – OneNote guidance?

• Shared generic pre-requirements?



Student Experience



Mestrelab Demo

• This was a live demo 



Lunch



Discussion

• Alastair Downie, Gurdon Institute, University 

of Cambridge



What Next?
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Key actions from today

Summary posted to https://researchnotebooks.wordpress.com/

Possible Requirements List will be updated from today’s discussion and 

circulated for input: https://researchnotebooks.wordpress.com/outputs/

Join the mailing list – ask questions, keep in touch:

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=RESEARCHNOTEBOOKS

Contact us research-datamanagement@glasgow.ac.uk

https://researchnotebooks.wordpress.com/
https://researchnotebooks.wordpress.com/outputs/
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=RESEARCHNOTEBOOKS
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