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Clinical isolates of influenza virus form both filamentous
and spherical virions. Filaments are positively selected in
respiratory infections, but it is unclear why.

Studies of filament properties are contradictory. This
could be caused by damage from laboratory handling,
which has been anecdotally reported'but never tested.

To determine which methods are suitable to analyse
filament properties, we assessed how common laboratory
techniques affect the concentration and average length
of filaments in a population.

1 - Reviewed in Dadonaite et al. (2016) J Gen Virol [PMID: 27365089]
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