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How does housing affect 
work incentives for 
people in poverty? 

This report explores how housing impacts on work incentives, and opportunities to progress in 
work, for those in and around poverty. It highlights a well-entrenched work ethic among people 
who are likely to command only modest wages, and the multiple disincentives they face arising 

from the cost of housing, transport and childcare. 



 

 

 

 











 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 























 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 



















 

























 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/
http://policyscotland.gla.ac.uk/






http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2175687


http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199900/cmselect/cmsocsec/385/0041202.htm
http://www.fsb.org.uk/policy/rpu/scotland/assets/home%20truths%20-%20final.pdf


http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264188167-en
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/ashe/annual-survey-of-hours-and-earnings/2013-revised-results/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/lms/labour-force-survey-employment-status-by-occupation/april---june-2014/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/lms/labour-force-survey-employment-status-by-occupation/april---june-2014/index.html
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