Still Life

for string quartet and live electronics

by Nick Fells

Performance directions

To my fabulous players:

The piece consists of several fragments of material for string quartet (labelled A, B, C etc). Some fragments have ‘echoes’, labelled AX, BX etc. Fragments (and echoes) may be played in any order, and may be repeated (though only at some temporal distance). Some fragments are through-composed, and are metrical, others take a more mobile/open or unmetered form – there are various degrees of indeterminacy in the piece, so each performance will be quite different in nature and maybe in length.

Between each fragment there are electroacoustic interludes. These are created live in the performance by an additional artist who plays a computer. The sound of the quartet is captured (sampled) on the computer during the fragments, and then processed by this additional artist, and played back in surround sound around the audience. Some of the fragments may dovetail with the electroacoustic material, and sometimes it may be appropriate to overlay live fragments with the electroacoustic interludes, placing the live fragment entirely within the duration of a longer interlude. The interludes will create ‘virtual avatars’ of the ensemble, at different spatial locations around the audience. The objective of the piece is to create interplay of these avatars and the live material of the quartet, exploring what kind of combinations and dialogues can be made. There may however be long periods when the quartet is not playing…
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